AN EXPENSIVE
LUXURY SEDAN
SHOULD GRATIFY
MORE THAN
YOUR EGO.
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ONE AUTOMOBILE THAT COULD
TRUTHFULLY BE CALLED A
SHREWD INVESTMENT.

perbole
has been expended, there s one bru-

tally reliable way of determining a car's
inherent worth: how much of its origi
nal price it retains on the used-car
market

Seen in this revealing light, no
other smilarly priced luxtry sedan—
domestic or imported—approaches
the BMW 528,

According to the NADA figures
you see indicated in the chart, a 1979

528 retains an astonishing 100.3% of
its onginal price—and an average over

ge
the past five years of
il these numbers are, to say
the least, unusual, they are easly ex-
plaine
The inescapable fact is that a
BMW is worth moie used because it
is worth more new
E FICIENT PERFORMI\NCE
OUT THE UNPLEAQANT SIDE
FECTS OF A DIESEL
In th N

panic
crisis, many people in the market o

$20,000 sedans turned to the diesel
as a panacea.

Indeed, the diesel was cannily pur-
ported 1o be the absolute epitome of
efficiency—if not the very future of the
automobile on earth

In the cool of the winter, however,
it was widely noted that the diesel was
not without its shortcomings.

Such problems as tortise-like ac-
celeration, disconcerting engine nose
and inaccessiilty of diesel fuel
(which is only sold in less.
all service stations) continue to dl“fy
the best efforts of some of the world's
most exalted automakers.

The genius of the engineers at
BMW, Munich, Germany was to pro-
duce a gasoline-powered au(cmob\\e
that not only delivers excellent gas
mileage, but does so without ever vio-
lating the BMW conviction that ex-
traordinary performance and brillant
engineering are the only rational mo-
tives for purchasing an expensive
automobile.

Press the accelerator and the
5281's fuel-njected, 2 8Iiter, overhead
cam engine (1) responds in a manner
that can only be described as exhila-
rating—even by pre-pollution control
standards.

Yet, the 528 (with standard trans-
mission) delivers 18/ EPA estimated
mpg and 30 estimated highway
mileage.

(Naturally, our fuel efficiency fig-
ures are for comparison purposes.
only. Your actual mileage may vary, de-
pending on sp¢ weather and tnp
length. Your actual highway mileage
will most likely be lower)

And, curious as it may seem, the
BMW 528 15 the only luxury “sports”
sedan in its price class that offers a
surgically precise five-speed manual
gearbox as standard eqmpmpnt (auto-
matic is available of course)

“ONE OF THE TEN BEST CARS
NGED WORLD.” ROAD &
T A K MAGAZINE

What is it about the BMW that
prompts normally blasé experts to pro-
claim that “once a knowledgeable and
expenenced driver has driven a BMW,
any BMW, nothing el
good as it did before”?

Round a haxrra\smp curve and U
legendary BMW suspension system
(2)—independent on :nl four wheels—
flexes with a resiiency that makes one

feel as if the car were slotted into the
ay. A sensation that results

from highly advanced su

nology and the virtually perfe

integration of man dvld machine.

Test its dual-circut, disc -braking
system (3). One system operates in
the usual manner, on all four wheels.

Another, a backup system,
operates independently and 1s cap-
able of providing adequate braking
power—actually above the legally
prescribed imit—even if the primary
circuit should fail totally.

Slip behind the wheel and take
careful note of an interior designed to
faciltate serious drving

s taste for luxury would have
to be insatiable indeed to imagine an
appointment lacking n the 528
AM/FM stereo cassette, full-pows
accessories, ar conditioning, and the
like, are all standard equipment

Yet each and every facet has been
strategically engineered.

ts seats are anatomically shaped
buckets. Its front seats are so
thoroughly adjustable (4) that it 1s all
but impossible not to find a comfort-
able drving position

Allvital controls are within easy
reach. All ancillary instruments
are L]rge and

lass area (5) pru/vdcsa virtual
greenhouse of visibii

Allin all, in a ime of lowered au-
tomotive expectations, amidst increas-
ing mediocrity, the engineers at BMW
have actually improved the BMW 528

If you find the notion of owning or
leasing a fuel-efficient BMW 5281 more
intriguing than setting for a compro-
mise, phone your nearest BMW
dealership and arrange a thorough
test drive.




TECHNICAL DATA

FOR THE BMW 528i..

DIMENSIONS
AND WEIGHTS

Fourdoor sedan with rgid steel satety cell passenger compartment
anid crush zones tront and rear, integrated center roll bar Length:
1900 Width: 67.2". Height (urloaded): 55.9", Wheelbase: 103 8",
Track front: 56.07, rear: 57.9%. Turming circle dia.: (Curb to curb) 31.5
ft_ Front door cutouts: 39 4% Rear door cutouts: 34 37 Teo front
bucket seats. 22 4" wide each. Rear bench seat: 543" Width at
shouider hewght: front 54,37, rear 53 7. Trunk capacity. approx.: 21.9

cu. ft. Fuel tank capacty approx.: 16.4 US. gal. including 16 US. gal.
TESErve.

GVWHR (gross vehicle weight rating) 4210 Ibs.
GANR (gross axle wepht rating) front 2040 lbs.

rear 2220 lbs
Service lpad 970 Ibs

ENGINE,
POWER,
TRANSMISSION,
PERFORMANCE

Six-Cylinder four-stroke in-ine, watercooled engine; longitudinally
maounted and inchned, hght alioy cylinder head, transverse llow prin-

cipde, hemisphenical swarl-achion combustion chambers, overbead cam-

shaft with four beanngs, inchned overhead valves in Viarrangement,
roller chan drve, vibraton damiped, cranksha®t with sewen mam beasr
Ings and twelve counterbalance weights, torsion vibration damping,
pressure o circulabion, full-flow ol fidter with reguiation valve, wiscous
speed-related fan drive with addit | thermostat control crcuit
Bosch L Jetronic fuel injechion, 3way calalyst with Lambda sensor.

Capacity 2788 cc/170.1 cu

Stroke 3. 150"

Bore 3,390

Pryweer 169 hp, (SAE net) at 9500 rpm
Torque 17011 1b. (SAE) at 4500 rpm

Compression ratio 821

Breakerless ignition distnbutor controlled by engine speed and vac-
uum, 65 amp, 910 watt three phase current alternator, battery 12 wolt,

55 amp-hrs

Hydraulcally actuated single-plate dry clutch with plate spring,
torsional damper and automatic adjustrment. Optional automabic trans.
mizsion: flud clutch with torque converter

Gearbox:

a. Manual transmission B-speed overdnve
13822 N2202 W13%8 W10 VO0BI3 R3705

b. Autormatic transmission 3-speed s optional equipment,
12478 11478 M1l0 RZ0%

Final grve ratio 345.1 (hypod gears)

Spht unversal joint shaft with fiexibly mounted central bearng and two
universal jomnls, rear wheel dove through doutile unmersal jpint shaft
wath mamtenance-free homuokmahic joints.

Acceleraton: 050 mphon 6.6 5, manual transniscion
Unleaded gasoline: 91 RON (87 AKI)

CHASSIS
AND BRAKES

Front wheel suspension: independent on angled struts with helcal
springs and torsion bar stabilizer

Rear wheel suspension: ndependent an rubber mounted semitraling
arms with helical springs and torsion bar stabihzer, Sports-tuned sus-
PRSI,

Collapsible safety steenng column 108" axal adjustment of steenng
wheel, hydraulic speed related power-assisted steenng system, three-
part track rod, pverall ratio 1691

Light alloy nims; 6 x 14

Stee! belted radial tres: 195/70 x 14

Dusal taan-cwrcut 4awheel power braking system with serve unit and

raar axle brake pressure regulating dessce. Sensor for brake lining wear

indicator, front left and rear nght.

Front: ventilated 4-piston {ixed-caliper disc brakes with autormatic
adustment, diameter 11.0"

Rear: tmed-caliper disc brakes with automatc adjustment, dameter
10.7"

Mechanically cperated handbrake, additional dug-servo drum brake,
diameter 6 3 with seli-servo shoes, acting on rear whegls

EQUIPMENT

Cxtenor: Crergy-absorbing bumgers with rubber moldings, braced
agamst hydraulc sheck absorbers. Quad headlghts (automahically
switched off with igrution), two backup Ighits, rear window defroster,
electncally controlled outsde rearaew mirror for the drver ssde, Elec.
1 wandows fully retracting rort and rear. Tinted glass all around with
dark green border on top of wandshield, twin chromeplated exhaust
pipe tps. Central electng locking system for all four doors, gas filler
Hlap and trunk id. Chowce of metalic or non-metallc pants. Fog lghts
Cawly seal, undercoating.

Heating and Ventlating. Ar conditoning, fresh air bealer features low
noise three-speed biower, nstant warm air response, easily adustable
temperature setting for passenger compartment, defroster jets for
windsheeld and side wincdows, fresh aim intake through indradual ad)just-
able grills af the side and in the center, with separate adustment for
drver and front seat passenper side. warm air outlels for rearseat
passengers, luminated heating controls, flow through wentdation,

Intenior: Instruments, controls, ightng. Instrument panel leatures
speadometer, odometer and tnio recorder, tlachometer, fuel and tem-
perature gauges, warming lights tor fuel reserve. ol pressure, hand
brake, brake ining wear, teated rear window, alternator and braking
system; infinitely adjustable orange hghted mstrument panel. Stalk
controls tor hegh eams and headhght flashers, automat:c wandshield

wiperfwasher syslerm with nterrmittent operation and two-spead wiper
Cigarette lighter, digial clock on dashbeard. Interior hghting controlied
by four doormounted contacts, Warning hght for “'Fasten Seat Belts”
Qxygen Sensor Service, AM/FM storeo cassette radio with four speak-
ers

Rech~ing maolded front seats, driver's seal with adjustable hasght and
melnation, armrests on doers with integrated hand grips n front. Hand
grps suspended from roof with clothes hooks for rear seat passengers.
Rear parcel pockets and center folddown armrest. Three-point auto-
malic sealbelts, be!ls sackets attached to front seat bases, recessed
reel retracted mito fromt door post. Theee-pont automatic seatbeits in
rear, two-posnt aulomatic seathelts rear in the middle. Headrests with
adjustable heght and inclination in front. Telescopic steering column
adiustment. Fourspoke padded steerng wheel with satety impact pad
and four horn contacts. Door locks with safety wedpes, childproof
salety locks on rear doors, Storage in lockabile (and lighted) glove
campartment (with socket for rechargeable flashlight [eptional ]} on
the dashboard and in the puckets on the front doars, anti-glare rear
wiew murror, dlumwnated ashtray in front, two ashtrays inrear.

Full carpeting, cloth or featherette upholstery.
Luggage compartment carpeted  Deluxe tool kit n trunk lid.

OPTIONAL
EQUIPMENT

Automatc transmisson with dashiboard shift ndcator panel. dual
posshion steel sunreof (electncally operated), leather upholstery,

hruted shp differential,

Alterations in models, standard and optional equipment, as ¢escribed in the text and diustrations, may occur. Precse information should be

oblamed from your BMW dealer

THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE.
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