





Once in a great while the
editors of Road & Track name
what they consider to be the
ten best cars in the world.

The award is based asmuch
on the state of the world as
on the state of the art.

The criteria for selection
are inordinately thorough.
The competition is stiff and
the debate endless.

Recently, the editors of sports sedan in the world.
Road & Track again named

the ten best cars. And, as you
might expect, on that list is
the legendary marque of the
Bavarian Motor Works.
Moreover, the BMW 530, =—.= i l !
was, in the opinion of the edi-
tors, so far superior to any
other sports sedan that they
flatly proclaimed it the best
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530i. The luxury car all
automotive engineers
would design if the
; : F _ automobile companies
e e would let them.




Optional: light alloy wheels, sunrool




One of the few luxury sedans in the world that
wouldn’t be laughed off the Niirburgring.

In the heart of Germany
there is a race course called
the Nirburgring.

Anawesome giant of a track,
generally acknowledged to be
the most arduous test of both
cars and men.

All ofthe world’s great high-
performance cars have raced
there — most have had their
day.

Yet, few cars — and certainly
no luxury sedans — have
achieved a more impressive
record on the Nirburgring
than those built by the
Bavarian Motor Works of
Munich, Germany.

Luxury sedans? Yes. But
luxury sedans built by racing
engineers. German engineers
who believe that extraordinary
performance is the only thing
that makes an expensive car
worth the money.

Performance perfected on
the race track.

While it is, of course, feasi-
ble to develop an acceptable
automobile in the relative
vacuum of the test track and
the laboratory, itis virtually im-
possible to simulate the per-
fection demanded by motor
racing.

Motor racing enables BMW
engineers to develop ideas
and experiment without the
inhibiting constraints of
economics or the cost of pro-
duction — a crucial role in the
development of a true high-
performance automobile.

And the BMW 530i isadirect

reflection of this cache of en-
gineering intelligence.

The imagination of the
stylist, tempered by the wis-
dom of the engineer.

From our very beginnings,
we at the Bavarian Motor
Works have remained faithful
to the principle that form ougth
to follow function.

You will find nothing on the
BMW 530i that does not in
some way contribute to per-
formance, safety or comfort.

You will find no inward-
sloping doors and windows to
diminish passenger space.

You will find no futuristic
fender shapestointerfere with
visibility. The 530i is engi-
neered, not styled.

The shape of the 530i is
classic, uncluttered and aero-
dynamically sound. Its belt
line is low, to bring down the
center of gravity and provide
astonishing visibility in every
direction.

Form follows function?

“The engineers at the
Bavarian Motor Works did not
invent the phrase"” say the
editors of Motor Trend Maga-
zine. “But among all the
world’s automakers, BMW is
perhaps the foremost practi-
tioner of the philosophy’’

Construction, flawless.

You'll notice an unusual
quality of fitand finish, seldom
equaled at any price.

The body panels fit neatly
together. The moldings are
aligned precisely. The finish is

immaculate.

Each 530i goes through
what to most manufacturers
would no doubt seem an ex-
cessively arduous process of
preparation. First, priming,
cavity sealing and under-
coating.

Then, painting, hand exam-
!anation, sanding and repaint-
ing.

Again and again and again —
until our inspectors are satis-
fied. And our inspectors are
rather notorious for their
obstinate standards of per-
fection.

Ewven the smallest detail
receivesthe greatest scrutiny.

The front of the BMW 530i is
characterized by quad
headlights and directional
signals (1).

The rear part of the vehicle
is cleanly defined, with large
lamps to insure that the
vehicle is perfectly visible at
night (2).

The upper and lower parts
of the front and rear bumpers
(3/4) are chromium plated,
while the outer parts are cov-
ered with a wide rubber strip.

QOutside rear view mirror,
aerodynamically integrated
into window triangle (5).

Specially constructed front
and rear columns, and roll bar,
provide extremely rigid roof
construction (6).










The cockpit, more reminiscent of an airplaine than an automobile

When you slip behind the
wheel of the BMW 530i for
the first time, you will no
doubt notice that its cockpit
bears mercifully little
resemblance to that of the
conventional luxury sedan.

The cockpit of the 530i is
the end result of extensive
biomechanical testing,
research and experimen-
tation.

Everything has been
carefully arranged to facilitate
effortless, total control at all
times — even under the most
difficult driving conditions.

All controls are within easy
reach.

. Grill for hot and/or fresh air.

. Fuel gauge with fuel reserve
warning light.

. Speedometer with odometer
and trip mileage recorder.

. Combined indicator-light
panel: generator, hand brake
and braking system — high
beam, hazard and directional
signals.

5. Tachometer.

6. Qil pressure and water tempe-

rature gauge.

7. Combination lever for direc-
tional signals, high beam, head-
light flashers.

8. Pull switch for headlights.
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Allinstruments are grouped
— airplane style — in a semi-
circular arrangement within
the driver'sfield of vision. And
illuminated from above by an
orange light.

The steering wheel (2/3) is
telescopically adjustable to
compensate for variations in
arm lengths.

The totally adaptable car.

Recognizing the anatomical
reality that no two people are
made with precisely the same
measurements, the BMW 530i
ismade toadjusttothe driver—
instead of the other way
around.

. Control level for windshield
wipers (normal, fast, intermit-
tent), automatic wiper/washer.

10. Heating and ventilation control
unit.

11. Quartz clock and bezel adjust-
ment for three-stage heater/
blower.

12. Switch for rear window de-
froster.

13. Four-spoke, padded sleering
wheel with center safety impact
pad and four horn contacts.

14. Three chamber light unit:
“Fasten Seat Belts" signal, re-
actor service and EGR service.

15. Air conditioning.

Careful study has been
made of the critical interrela-
tion between seat location,
visual position, steering
wheel, pedals and controls
(1/4).

Driver's seat and cushion
are infinitely adjustable —
forward and back —up and
down (5/6).

Front seals are adjustable
and orthopedically shaped
and padded to provide firm
lateral support in tight, high-
speed turns (9).

The visibility of a green-
house.
On the BMW 530i you will

find no vision-obscuring roof-
lines. On the contrary, using
innovative laser beamtechno-
logy, BMW engineers have
maximized visibility in all di-
rections (7) within the driver's
field of vision and optimized
the placement of the rear view
mirrors (8).

Heating and ventilation.
A plan not an afterthought.

Perhaps a car's heating and
ventilation system cannot be
ranked as one of its vital
systems of control.

But, an insufficient heating
and ventilation system can be
ranked as one of a car's most

distracting shortcomings.

In the BMW 530i, thorough
consideration has been given
to interior air currents and the
strategic placement of heating
and ventilation outlets (10).

Fresh-air ventilation is
achieved without drafts; heat
is produced quickly and tem-
perature is infinitely variable.

Warm air can be directed up
or down, merely by adjusting
the air outlets, (horizontally or
vertically) which are located at
the sides of the car as well as
the middle and are separately
adjustable (11).

Side window defrosting is
achieved through outlets

located in the front door
(12).
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At BMW, the driver is considered an integral part of the car,
not merely an optional accessory.

There are two diametrically
opposed schools of thoughtin
the automotive community
concerning the driver and his
relationship to his car.

One school seeks to totally
insolate the driver from the
world outside, the road be-
neath, and, most particularly,
from the mechanical function-
ings of the car itself.

A passive, non-participa-
tory approach many auto-
motive experts consider most
unwise.

Perhaps because of our
long involvement in motor
racing — where the idea that
man and machine ought to
function as one, is notan alien
concept —we at the Bavarian
Motor Works take a complete-
ly different approach to
automotive design.

One that literally includes
the driver as one of the func-
tioning parts of the car itself —
the human part that completes
the mechanical circuit.

BMW engineers have con-
ducted extensive physiological
research to determine the op-
timum interaction of man and
machine — under every con-
ceivable driving situation from
the stress caused by high-
speed driving over prolonged
periods of time to the physical
effects caused by navigating
through dense city traffic.

So successfully is this inte-
gration of man and machine
accomplished, that when you
drive the BMW 530i for the first
time, you will experience an
almost total oneness with the
car. A unique feeling of effort-
less control, which, if you're
accustomed to conventional

luxury sedans, willbe com-
pletely and pleasantly new to
you.

“Compact’’ needn’t be an-
other word for cramped.

Inthese days of evershrink-
ing passenger compartments,
the interior of the BMW 530i
givestestamenttoaratherre-
markable feat of engineering.

While on the outside itis
dramatically smaller than do-
mestic luxury sedans, on the
inside it can only be described
as cavernous.

Evenin the rear one suffers
no loss of comfort. No cramp-
ing of knees, no squashing of
head.

1. Seats — in your choice of
cloth or vinyl upholstery —
have an orthopedically mold-
ed shape and provide firm
lateral support.

2. Headrest angle and height
is fully adjustable.

3. Side armrests with inte-
grated door handle in front.
4. Convenient storage
pockets are provided on the
front doors.

5. Safety belt closure can be
operated with one hand.

6. Recessed automatic
3-point seat belt reel.

7. Efficient heating and
ventilation system with three
speed blower and individual
control ducts. Fully integrated
air conditioning provides
comfortable temperature
control for all passengers
under all climate conditions.
8. Quartz clock is accurate
to plus or minus one second
every twenty-four hours.
9./10. Optional: electric
steel sunroof. In raised
position, sunroof is designed

to eliminate wind noise —even
at high speeds.

11. Individually molded rear
seats with center armrest.

12. Heated rear window.
Optional: rear loudspeakers
for the stereo radio system.
13. Special tool kit with spare
parts is tucked neatly under
trunk lid.

14. Optional: light alloy
sports rims.

15. Optional: a choice of
radios.

16. Optional: automatic trans-
mission.
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Why cars with similar mechanical parts still

don’t perform like a BMW.

All expensive, imported
automobiles feature an im-
pressive list of sophisticated
mechanical refinements.

Most have some sort of in-
dependent suspension
system.

Most have fuel-injected
engines.

All are designed with more
than a perfunctory nod to aero-
dynamics and functionality.

Yet, write the editors of
Motor Trend magazine,
“...once a knowledgeable and
experienced driver has driven
a BMW, any BMW, nothing
else feels quite as good as it

did before'.

The explanation? Quite
simple.

The BMW 530i is far more
than a collection of gears and
axles and random parts.

Itis afinely tuned, evolutio-
nary machine. A practical
sedan built by racing engineers
and perfected in places like
Le Mans, Monte Carlo and the
Nurburgring, where precision
is crucial and agility and dura-
bility are more than just matters
of theoretical speculation.

Its suspension — indepen-
dent on all four wheels —is
quick and clean through the

corners, its steering sharp
and accurate. .
Its four-speed manual
transmission (automatic is
available) slips precisely into
each gear. And its accelera-
tion comes up smoothly, with
the turbine-like whine so
characteristic of the justifiably
renowned 3-liter BMW engine.
Its rigid body construction —
welded to the chassis to form
one distortion-proof unit —
allows the suspension system
to function optimally; makes
inherent body movements
that adversely influence pre-
cision, all but impossible.



In a BMW, you'll never go hungry for power.

When one is faced with the
inevitable necessity of having
to pass an eighteen wheel
truck, or accelerate out onto a
high-speed expressway in a
conventional luxury sedan,
one begins to appreciate a
basic BMW philosophy:
“"When all is said and done,
extraordinary performance is
the only thing that makes an
expensive car worth the
money''.

Tothe ownerofaBMW 530i,
a sluggish response need
never be a concern.

Under the hood of the BMW
is the same basic engine that
powers the BMW race cars
that have dominated interna-
tional racing foroveradecade.

A 3-liter, fuel-injected
masterpiece of engineering
that the editors of Road &
Track flatly call "'...the most
refined in-line six in the
world"".

The technical explanation?

Bosch L-Jetronic fuel-

injection determines the pre-
cise amount of fuel-air mixture
to be injected.

Patented, multi-hemispheric,
swirl-action combustion
chambers (2) fan the fuel-air
mixture, concentrating it
around the spark in a remark-
ably complete, efficient
manner. Developing extra-
ordinary power from relatively
small displacement.

And seven main bearings
and twelve crankshaft coun-
terbalance weights (1) — un-
usual refinements in a luxury
sedan — give the whole opera-
tion a turbine-like smooth-
ness that never ceases to
astound even the experts.

The careful proportioning of
bore versus stroke allows for
general overlap of the main
journals which contributes to
the stiffness of the crank shaft
(3).

The gas ports of the
BMW 530i (4) have been
arranged in such a way as to

achieve complete scavenging
and charging. According to
the transverse-flow principle,
intake and exhaust are ar-
ranged opposite each other.
The valves in a V-arrange-
ment, operated by means of
overhead camshaft with
four main bearings, have
been positioned in the ideal
angle in relation to gas flow.
The power unit of the
BMW 530i develops an output
of 176 HP SAE net at 5,500
RPM and a maximum torque of
185 ft. Ibs. at 4,500 RPM (5).

The man who controls corporations ought to be

able to control his own car.

Even as you read this,
somewhere in America — per-
haps rounding a tight curve or
passing along truck on a high-
speed expressway —thereisa
man who controls thousands
of people and millions of
dollars struggling to maintain
control of his luxury sedan.

Atthe Bavarian Motor Works
we have a wholly different
approach to building luxury
sedans.

The BMW 530i is designed
for long trips on high-speed
expressways and twisting
mountain roads — perfected
on the world's most demand-
ing race courses (5).

A car you control is a safer
car.

An automotive writer once
described driving a well-
known domestic luxury sedan
as "...the ultimate act of
motoring passivity!'

And this point is central to
the difference between a
BMW and the majority of the

world's luxury sedans.

The BMW suspension sys-
temis designed to provide the
utmost driver control and road
feel at all times and under all
conditions.

Road-holding — driver con-
trol — is largely the function of
acar's suspension system.

And, to be a bit blunt, the
BMW 530i gives you a supe-
rior suspension system.

Front and rear torsion bar
stabilizers are standard
equipment.

Instead of a "'solid-rear-
axle'' system, BMW suspen-
sion is fully independent on
all four wheels — McPherson
struts and coil springs in front
(1), semi-trailing arms and coil
springs in back.

And this, combined with a
multi-jointed rear axle (4),
puts a minimum amount of
“un-sprung’’ weight on the
wheels, and allows each
wheel to adapt itself indepen-
dently to every driving and
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road condition.

Not one braking system,
but two.

Each BMW 530i comes
equipped with a dual-twin-
circuit, disc-braking system
(2/3). One system operates
inthe usual manner, on all four
wheels. Another system
operates independently,
on the front wheels alone.

The second “‘back up”’
system is capable of providing
adequate braking power —
actually above the legally
prescribed limit — even if the
main circuit should fail totally.




An engine perfected and
refined on the great race
circuits of the world.

the result n-p
ation in automobile r
automot




“'Sled" used to les! cockpit safety equipment
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Testing the strength of side of door

The BMW life saving system.

The BMW Life Saving
System is a combination of
carefully interrelated, inno-
vative safety features —
thoroughly researched and
singularly effective.

1. In a collision programmed
“crush zones' — both front
and rear — are designed to
buckle, leaving the passenger
compartment untouched.

2. Anintegral roll-over bar and
3. specially designed front
and rear roof reinforcement
make it safe if overturned.

4. The hood is built to fold
according to a predetermined
pattern, leaving the wind-
shield intact.

5. A specially designed drive
shaft tunnel and a rigid front
partition prevent the engine
from being driven back into
the passenger compartment.
6. Safety locks hold the doors
closed, even on frontal impact.
yet permit subsequent
opening.

7. The two-section, tele-
scoping safety column of the
steering wheel and the steer-
ing gear are positioned be-
hind the front axle — outside
the “buckle zone'.

The steering wheel, with its
large impact plate, as well as
the gradual deformation
system of the instrument
panel (which, you'll notice,
has no sharp edges), are de-

signed to absorb and render
harmless any impact energy.

8. The bumpers are mounted
on sturdy hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers, eliminating the pos-

sibility of damage to the car in
frontal collisions of up to five

miles per hour.

There's safety in visibility.

The BMW 5301 provides an
astonishing amount of visibili-
ty through a generous green-
house of glass. Totally un-
hampered by the large blind
spots and unnecessarily large
roof panels found in all too
many automobiles.

For superior vision at night,
the 530i has quad headlights.
And, in addition, the rear
window has a built-in heating

element.

Safety, more than just brute
strength.

The BMW 5301 was not
designed merely to meet the
legal requirements, but to
exceed them.

Surely few automobile
manufacturers have spent
more time, or exerted more
effort in the field of automo-
tive safety than the Bavarian
Motor Works of Munich,
Germany.

At BMW, the subject of
automotive safety was a
matter of serious concern
many years before it became
fashionable.

Systematic collision re-
search enables our engineers
to determine the exact
chronological connection be-
tween all possible types of
automobile deformation and
their relationship to various
safety devices.

In this way, to cite one technical
example, the crush behavior of the
BMW 530i was optimally synchro-
nized with the response time lag of
the front automatic seat belts. By
means of the structurally pro-
grammed valley in the retardation
curve for the frant part, the motion
sequence of the passengers during
an accident has been exactly
adapted to the retardation action
and the effectiveness of the belts.

The BMW body testing facility is
one of the most modern and
innovative in Europe.

In highly specialized test stations
—with the help of extremely
sophisticated testing equipment —
the entire structure — as well as all
structural details — are examined
during rollovers, front/rear, front/
side, front/front and transverse
collisions for their stress resistance
and reactions.

Strength? It is doubtful that there
is a car made that's made stronger
than a BMW.

However, even more important
than sheer strength, its extra-
ordinary performance, handling and
braking characteristics give the
BMW 530i the ability to avoid
accidents as well as to survive them.







Technical Data BMW 530i

Dimensions
and Weights

Four door sedan with figid steel safaty cell passenger compart-
ment and crush zones front and rear, wntegrated cenler roll bar
Length 190.0", Width: 67.2"". Heiqnt iunloaded): 55.97.
‘Wheelbase: 1038 Track front 56 07, rear. 5797, Turning cicle
dha.: (Curd 10 curb) 321 ft. Front door cutouts: 38.4. Wide rear
door eutouts: 3437, Two tront bucket seats: 22.4" wide each Aear
bonch seal- 54 3" Width a1 shoulder height: front 54,3 rear: 54.1°.

Trunk capacity approx © 21.8 cu. fl. Fuel tank capacity
approx: 1B4US gal including 1.6 U5 gal reserve
GVWR A3 Ibs
GAWR frant 2180 1bs

rear 2270 Ibs.
Service load 900 Ibs

E A Six-cylinder four-stroke in-line. waterceoled engine, longitudinally Hydraulically actuated single-plate dry clulch with plate spring.
ngine, mounted, Light alloy cylnder head, tanswerse iow princigle, tarsional damper and automatic adjusiment. Optional automanc
P hemispherical swirl-act.cn combustion chambers, overhead transmission: Huid clulch with 101QuUe COnverer
Owef, camsha‘t woth four main beanngs, inchired overhead valves an
_ V-arangement, duplex roller chaim drve, vibralion damped,
Trans cranksha’t with seven ma n beanngs and twelve counterbalance Ge:‘lbc:.‘ Iransmission 4+-8poed with synchromesh
= weights, K on vibration damping. pressure ol circulation, a Manual ir il .
mission, Toltaw o Titer wiih regulation valve 13835 11,2203 111402 1v.1.000 R. 4300
Eesch L-Jetronic tuel imection and thermal reactor with aim b. Automatic lransmission 3-speed is optional eguipment
Performance injection: \'2478 11 1.478 1111000 R 2080
Capacily 2986 cc 187 cu an Final drive ratio: 3.45:1 (hypod gears)
Siroke 3 180" Split universal joint shatl with flexibly mounted cential bearing
Bare 3504 and fwo universal j@ints, rear wheel drive through double
Pawer 176 hp [SAE net) at 5500 rpm unversal [oint shall with maintenance-free homokinebc jaints
Torgue 185 1t 1b (SAE) at 4500 rpm
Compression rato B 11 Maximum speed’ 124 mph (Automatic 120 mph)
Ignition distributor with vacuum relard and centrifugal Aegular gasolire 91 RON
advance. 55 Amp, 770 Watt three phase currenl alternator, battery
12 Valt, 55 Amp hrs
Ch I Fromt wheel suspension indwvidunl wheel suspenson on tele Dual twin-circust 4-whoel power DIaking system with servo unit
assis scoping slaqqered leqs (stagpored trahing effect) with hehcal and rear axle brake pressure regulating device
sphings and lorsion bar stabulizer
and Brakes prng

Rear wheel suspension. indwidual wheel suspension with rubber-
mounted wishbones, telescoping pre-loaded legs with helical
springs, torsion bar stabilizer

Collapsible safety steening column 1 57" axial adjustment of
stoening wheel, hydraulic speed telated power-assisied sieering
system, three-part track rod, overall ratio 16 9.1

Sicel nms Gl x 14 H 2
Sleel belted radial tires: 19570 X 14

Front: ventilated 4-piston limed-caliper disc brakes with automatic
adjustment, diamater 11.0”

Rear fixed-caliper dise brakes with aulomatc adjustment.
dameter 107"

L 'y operated ha , i duo-servo drum
brake, diameter 637" with self-servo shoes, acting on rear
wheels.

Equipment

Exlenor Enetgy-abserbing bumpers with rubber maldings, braced
against hydraulic shack absorbers Twin headlighls (automatica’ly
switched off wilh ignition) two back-up Lights, rear window
defroster, electrically controlled ou'side rear-view murror for the
dnver side. Etectnic windows tully retracting front and rear

Tinted glass all arcund wiih dark green border on too of wind-
shield. twon chromeplated exhaust prpe tips Central electne
locking system tor all four doors. gas hiler llap and trunk lid

Cawity sgal, undercoalin

H and Venllaing Av condiioning. fresh air heater
features low-noise three-speed blower, inslant warm air response,
easily temperature seting for pa: compariment
defroster je1s lor windshield and side windows, ﬁesh air intake
through individual adjustable anlls al the sige and in the conter.
with separite adjustment for drver and ron! sgal passenger side,
Wumimated heating contrals, flow through vendilaton

Imenor: Instrumenis, condrols, ighting. Instrument panel features
speedometer; odometer and tip recorder; fachometer; fuel and
temperature gauges; warning hghts for fuel reserve. ol pressure,
hand braxe, heated rear window, generator and braking system,

infinitely adjustable crange hight insirumaent panel. Stalk controls
for high-beams and headlight lashers, automatic windshield
wiper/washer syslem with intermitient operation and two-speed
wiper. Gigarette hahler and quarnz clock on dashbord. Interior
lighting controlled by fouwr door-mounted contacts. Warning light
1or ““Fasten Seat Belts'” Reactor and EGR service

Reclining molded front seats, dnver's seal with adjustable height
and inclination, armrests on doors with integraled hand grps in
front Hand gnps suspended from rool with clothes hoeks for front
and rear seat passenters Hear parcel pockers and center fold-
down armres! Three-pointautomatic seatbells retractintofrom door
post Three-point automatic scatbelis in rear, two-poinl aulomatic
sealbelt rear in the middle. Headrests with adiuslable hewghl and
anchingtion in front Telescopic steering column. Four-spohe
padded steenng wheel with salely impact pad and four horn
contacts. Door locks with safety wedges. childproof safety locks
on icar doors. Stomage in lockable (and Lghted) glove compart-
ment on the dashboard and in the pocke!s on the Tront doors,
anti-glare rear view mirtor, large ashiray in front, two ashirays in
rear. Full carpeting, cloth or leatherette uphalslery

Luggage compartment carpeted. Deluxe tool kat in trunk hid.

Optional
Equipment

Automatic ransmission with dashboard shift indicator panel,

dual position steel sunrcol (electncally operated), leather uphol-
stery, radios, metalhic pants, 6 x 14 [ight alloy wheels, hmited shp
adferential.

Sole US. Impaorler:

GVWH = gross vehicle weight raling
GAWR=gross axle woight raling

BMW of North America. Inc.

Montvale, N.J. 07645
12541 Bealrice Street
Los Angeles, Callornia 90066

Alterations in models. standard and
optional equpment, as descabed i the
text and (llustatons. may occur

Precise inlormation shou'd be -

obtained from your BMW distnbutor

o imparter.

The ultimate driving machine
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Prrtedt n West Germany






