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Once in a great while — the
last time was in 1971 — the
editors of Road & Track name
what they consider to be the
ten best cars in the world,

The award is based as
much on the state of the world
as on the state of the art.

The criteria for selection are
inordinately thorough. The
competition is stiff and the
debate endless.

This year, the editors of
Road & Track have, once
again, named the ten best
cars. And, as you might
expect, on that list is the legen-

dary marque of the Bavarian
Motor Works.

Moreover, the BMW 530,
was, in the opinion of the edi-
tors, so far superior to any
other sports sedan that they
flatly proclaimed it the best
sports sedan in the world.









530i. The luxury car all automotive engineers would design if the
automobile companies would let them

In an age of mass produced
status symbols, marketing
geniuses and styling break-
throughs, the engineers at the
Bavarian Motor Works con-
centrate on building the best
driving machines it is physi-
cally and technically possible
to build.

Irrespective of passing
fashion or price.

And as a feat of pure engi-
neering intelligence — as a
luxury automobile perfect for
its time — the BMW 530i may
well be unequaled in all the
world.

It is not the biggest or the
widest or the longest. Nor is

it the plushest or the chromiest.

Butrather, in atime when the
concept of the automobile has
taken so many irrelevant side
roads, the BMW 530i is built to
be a finely tuned machine.

A unique harmony, if you will,
of performance, safety and
comfort.

A machine capable of satis-
fying not only the practical
requirements of society but the
spiritual needs of the serious
driver as well.

Styling, functional not
frivolous.

From the time of the fin to
the age of the opera window,
we at theBavarian MotorWorks
have remained stubbornly
aloof — faithful to the dictum
that form ought to follow func-
tion.

Consequently, you will find
nothing on the BMW 530i that
does not in some way contri-
bute to performance, safety or
comfort.

You will find no inward-
sloping doors and windows to
diminish passenger space.

You will find no futuristic
fender shapes to interfere with
visibility.No evidence of
a styling department run amok.

On the contrary, the shape
of the 530i is classic, unclut-
tered and aerodynamically
sound. Its belt line is low,
to bring down the center of
gravity and provide a generous
use of glass — astonishing visi-
bility in every direction.

Form follows function?
“The engineers at the Bavarian
Motor Works did not invent the
phrase', say the editors of
Motor Trend magazine. '‘But
among all the world's auto-
makers, BMW is perhaps the
foremost practitioner of the
philosophy."

Construction, flawless.

In an age where shoddy
workmanship is fast becoming
the rule rather than the excep-
tion, the BMW 530i is some-
thing of an anachronism.

You'll notice an unusual
quality of fit and of finish,
seldom equaled at any price.

The body panels fit neatly
together. The moldings are
aligned precisely. The finish
isimmaculate.

Each530igoesthrough what
to most manufacturers would
no doubt seem an excessively
arduous process of prepara-
tion. First, priming, cavity
sealing and undercoating.

Then, painting, hand exami-
nation, sanding and repainting.

Again and again and again —
until our inspectors are satis-
fied. And our inspectors are
rather notorious for their obsti-
nate standards of perfection.
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The cockpit, closer
to an airplane than an
automobile

When you slip behind the wheel of
the BMW 530i for the first time, you
will no doubt notice that its cockpit
bears scant resemblance to that of
the average luxury sedan.

Missing are plastic replicas of
Edwardian crests and other such
superiluous ornamentation

The cockpit of the 530i is the end

result of extensive biomechanical
research and testing

Everything has been carefully
arranged to facilitate effortless, total
control at all times — even under the
most difficult driving conditions

All controls are within easy reac!

All instruments are grouped —
plane style — in a semi-circular
arrangement within the driver's field
of vision. And illuminated from above
by an orange light

Typically, its quariz clock is accurale
to plus or minus one second every
twenty-four hours

Speedometer with odometer
and trip mileage recorder.

Fuel gauge with luel reserve warning light.

Pull switch for headlights.

Combination lever for directional
signals, high beam, headlight
{lashers and parking lights.

Grill for hot and/or
fresh air.

Combined indicator-light panel nerator,
hand brake and brake fluid level — high beam,
hazard and direclional signals

Tachomeler

Seat

EGR

or rear window de

Grill for {
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Heating and ventilation, airconditioning, tinted glass

a plan not
an afterthought

Why is it that some of the
world's best engineered auto-
mobiles have some of the
worst engineered heating and
ventilation systems?

Why, indeed. At BMW we
have made a rather detailed
study of air-flow paths and
the placement of heating and
ventilation outlets.

Consequently, the heater in
the BMW 530i begins to heat
immediately. The temperature
is infinitely variable and the
air-flow itself is widely adjust-
able through a system of inde-
pendent nozzles.

Optional equipment avail-
able: Automatic transmission,

Optional: light-alloy rims

AIR CONDITIONER

Optional: air conditioning control unit

or electrically operated),
limited slip differential lock,
radios, metallic paint, light
alloy wheel rims.

allaround, electrically operated
front and rear windows,
sliding steel sunroof (manually
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The ventilation system supplies passengers with fresh air through a separate network
of adjustable air ducts

And both provide draft-free zones for every person riding in the car — front or back —
even with its powerful three-speed blower going full out.






A press on a bullon located on the side of the seat provides
individual adjustment, cloth or leatheretie upholstery on demand.

Seats have an orthopedically molded shape, providing firm lateral
support, cloth or leatherette upholstery on demand.
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Individually moulded rear seals
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Quartz clock, accurate to plus or minus one second every twenty-four
hours,

Optional: padded sports steering wheel 380 mm diameter.

/

Driver's seat is infinitely adjustable — forward and back — up and down.

Efficient heating and ventilation system with three-speed blower and
individual control ducts.

The interior,
engineered not
decorated

When you drive the BMW
5301, you will experience a
curious sensation of being part
of the car itself. A unique
feeling of total and complete
control.

If your realm of experience
has been confined to conven-
tional luxury sedans, this
feeling will be completely new
to you.

But, be assured, it is not a
figment of your imagination.

Itis, in fact, one of the things
BMW is most famous for.

In Germany, it's called “'speed
feel.”

And as nearly as we can
translate it means the feeling
that the cockpitis a calm eye in
the center of the hurricane.

Part of the explanation for
this phenomenon lies inside
the car itself.

While the interior of the aver-
age car is decorated by stylists,
the interior of a BMW is design-
ed by engineers.

Basic to that design is an
anatomical reality that seems
to have escaped the majority
of the world's automakers.

That reality being that no two
people are made in precisely
the same way.

And that for the sake of safe,
controlled operation, the auto-
mobile must be made adjust to
the human being — instead of
the other way around.

Inthe BMW 5301, as in all
BMWs, careful study has been
made of the interrelation
between seat location, visual
position, steering wheel,
pedals and controls.

As aresult, you will find

nothing in — or on — the BMW
530i that has been placed
there merely for the sake of
opulence or appearance. But
totally engineered to prevent
driver fatigue.

All seats have an orthopedi-
cally molded shape that pro-
vides firm lateral support in
tight, high speed curves.

Individual seats are fully
adjustable — forward and back
— with fully variable back sup-
ports. The driver’s seat even
adjusts up and down.

The steering wheel is axially
adjustable to compensate for
variationsin arm length.

All instruments and contrals
are perfectly and precisely
positioned to preclude the
need for unnecessary move-
ment and prevent even a
momentary lapse of concen-
tration.



Outside, compact.
Insidg, cavernous

In these days of ever shrink-
ing passenger compartments,
the interior of the BMW.530
gives testament o a rather
remarkable feat of engineer-
ing.

While on the outside it is
dramatically smaller than
domestic luxury sedans,
on the inside it can only be
described as cavernous.

Even in the rear one suffers
no loss of comfort. No cramp-
ing of knees, no squashing of
head.

The rear seats are equipped
with three safety belts.

% Convenient pockets are provi-
ded on the back of front seats.
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Unparalleled agility

If the engine is the heart of
an automobile, then the sus-
pension system is its con-
science.Intruth,the suspension
system is the very essence of
a safe automobile.

It must be able to withstand
speeds higher than the rated
speed of the automobile itself.

It must have sufficient
strength and agility to survive
violent swerves, fast side-
tracking or panic-braking.

In short, a well designed,
well constructed suspension
system is a technical — but
very real—form of lifeinsurance

The suspension system of
the BMW 530i is generally
acknowledged to be one of the
finest ever built. A carefully
synchronized, extensively
tested masterpiece of engi-
neering. A model for modern
design

Road holding, uncanny.

If you've become accustom-
ed to the leaning and swaying
one experiences in the average
car, you'll find the legendary
road-holding capabilities of
the BMW more than a bit reas-
suring. Front and rear torsion
bar stabilizers are standard
equipment.

The suspension is fully inde-

e

ping spring-
ch a way that

pendent on all four wheels —
McPherson struts and cail
springs in front, semi-trailing
arms and coil springs in back.

And this, combined with a
multi-jointed rear axle, allows
each wheel to adapt itself in-
stantly to every driving and
road condition with uncanny
resiliency and smoothness.

Not one braking system,
but two.

No doubt to some auto-
motive manufacturers, two
braking systems in one car
would seem overly cautious.

Nevertheless, each BMW
530i comes equipped with just
that; a dual twin-circuit, disc-
braking system.One system
operates in the usual manner,
on all four wheels. Another
system operates independent-
ly, on the front wheels alone.

This second “‘back-up”
system is capable of providing
adequate braking power —
actually above the legally pre-
scribed limit — even if the main
circuit should fail totally.

Equally impressive is the
unfailing ability of the BMW to
come to a complete, rapid stop
in an arrow-straight line, time
after time, with a minimum
amount of brake fade.

ent and requir
i nd st




Efficient power, unmistakably BMW

ently, R
azine, in a most
al tribute, called the
BMW powerplant the "'most
sophisticated in-line six in the

BAA Atk
) BMW enthus

g praise
such as this is taken more or
ess in stric
f the Ba
wn f
b, innc

Ve engineer-

neering that somehow
fails to combine the
emingly incompatible: per-
formance and economy

In fact, the BMW 530i is an
end result of voluminous
amounts of technical and
physical research — countless
hours on the great racing
circuits of the world — and over
a half-century of experience at
building some of the world's
finest powerplants

And no better example of
this priceless cache of engi-
neering intelligence exists than
the heart of the 530i: its six-
cylinder, three-liter, fuel-inject-
ed, triple-hemispheric com-
bustion engine

A technical explanation?
The Bosch electrically control-
led fuel-injection system —

erating dependently of the
al air intake — determines
the precise amount of fuel to be
Injected

Then, swirl-action combus-
tion chambers fan the fuel-air
mixture, concentrating it
irk plugs in a

e not only pro
ive horse
t displace-
ment, but produ it with
exceedingly low emissions and
exceedingly high fuel eco-
nomy

An added advantage and
convenience is the fact that
this S\X-C‘H nder engine meets
1976 emission requirements
without a catalytic converter,
thereby enabling it to operate
on leaded fuel

Perhaps some au
assume that u're willing and
able to buy a car c g
thousands of dollars, you're &
willing to shoulder the cost o
engine that gets low gas mileage

We, at the Bavarian Motor Works,
do not

Even with automatic transmis
sion, the 530i will provide the s
of fuel economy that few luxury
sedans could appreoach, much less
equal




An orchestration, not a melange

“The reaction to a BMW is
always the same.

“The first time driver takes
the wheel and after a few miles
no other automobile like this
will ever be the same again.

“It has to do with the
machine's uncanny smooth-
ness, balance, precise, tactile
steering, effortless shifting
from atransmission that seems
to anticipate your thoughts,
pre-emmission-like perfor-
mance, and cockpit intimacy
all integrated in such a way that
the car is always a compli-
ment to your efforts, never an
antagonist.”

So wrote the editors of
Motor Trend magazine in an
unusually succinct explanation
of the engineering phenome-
non thatis BMW.

Precise? Smooth? Tactile?
Yes. But the word to remember
hereis "'integrated.” For thatis
the essence of what makes a
BMW a BMW.

The BMW 530i is no mere
collection of gears and axles
and random parts. But, rather

The power unit of the BMW 530i develops
an output of 176 hp SAE net at 5500 rpm
and a maximum torque of 185 ft. Ib. at
4,500 rpm, an acceleration from 0 o 60 mph
in 9.0 seconds. The maximum speed is
124 mph.

a finely tuned, evolutionary
machine. A unique, harmonius
integration of performance and
economy, comfort and safety.

Its famed 3-liter engine
develops smooth, reliable
turbine-like power. With a
maximum of fuel economy
and a minimum of pollution.

lts suspension system —
independent on all four wheels
— is a perfect match for the
powerplant — capable of ab-

sorbing almost any bump
imaginable. Yet, so agile,
so sure, that human driving
errors are safely and easily
correctable.

Its rigid body construction —
welded to the chassis to form
one distortion proof unit —
allows the suspension system
to function optimally; makes
inherent body movements that
adversely influence precision
all butimpossible.

The power unit cf the BMW 5301 is not only an end result of voluminous amounts of technical
and physical research. It is the result of countless hours on the great racing circuits of the

world.

The gas ports of the BMW 530 engine
have been arranged in such away as (o
achieve complete scavenging and charging.
According to the transverse flow principle,
intake and exhaust are arranged opposite
each other. The valves in V-arrangement,

operated by means of an overhead camshatt,
have been positioned in a most favorable
angle in relation to the gas flow.
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Safety, more than just
brute strength

The BMW 530i was not
designed merely to meet the
legal requirements, but to ex-
ceed them.

Surely few automobile
manufacturer has spent more
time, or exerted more effort in
the field of automotive safety
than the Bavarian Motor Works
of Munich, Germany.

At BMW, the subject of
automotive safety was a matter
of serious concern many years
before it became fashionable.

Systematic collision
research enables our engi-
neers to determine the exact
chronological connection
between all possible types of
automobile deformation and
their relationship to various
safety devices.

(In this way, to cite one

03 04

technical example, the crush
behavior of the BMW 530i was
optimally synchronized with
the response time or lag of the
automatic seat belts. By means
of the structurally programmed
valley in the retardation curve
for the front part, the mation
sequence of the passengers
during an accident has been
exactly adapted to the retard-
ation action and the effective-
ness of the belts.)

The BMW body testing
facility is one of the most
modern and innovative in
Europe. Or, for that matter, in
the world.

In highly specialized test
stations — with the help of
extremely sophisticated testing
equipment — the entire struc-
ture — as well as all structural
details — are examined during
rollovers, front/rear, front/side
and front/front collisions for
their stress resistance and

0,5 06m

reactions.

Strength? It is doubtful that
there is a car made that's made
stronger than a BMW,

However, even more impor-
tant than sheer strength, its
extraordinary performance,
handling and braking charac-
teristics give the BMW 5301
the ability to avoid accidents as
well as survive them

B e,

Salety during rollovers through




The BMW life saving system

The BMW Life Saving
System is a combination of
carefully interrelated, inno-
vative safety features —
thoroughly researched and
singularly effective.

In a collision, computer
determined “crush zones' —
both front and rear — are
designed to buckle, leaving the
passenger compartment un-
touched. (1, 2, 3)

The hood is built to fold,
according to a predetermined
pattern, leaving the windshield
intact. (4)

A specially designed cardan
tunnel and a rigid front partition
prevent the engine from being
driven back into the passenger
compartment. Safety locks
hold the doors closed, even on
frontal impact, yet permit sub-
sequent opening.(5, 6)

The two-section, telescoping
safety column of the steering
wheel and the steering gear are
positioned behind the front
axle — outside the “buckle
zone."” (7)

The steering wheel, with its

large impact plate, as well as
the gradual deformation
system of the instrument panel
(which, you’'ll notice, has no
sharp edges), are designed to
absorb and render harmless
any impact energy.

The bumpers are mounted
on sturdy hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers, eliminating the possi-
bility of damage to the car in
frontal collisions of up to five
miles per hour. (8)

There's safety in visibility.

The BMW 5301 provides an
astonishing amount of visibility
through a great greenhouse of
glass. Totally unhampered by
the large blind spots and un-
necessarily large roof panels

found in all too many auto-
mobiles.

For superior vision at night,
the 530i has four powerful
headlights.

And, in addition, the rear
window can be heated.



Have you ever owned
a car you actually
enjoyed driving?

expensive — that ha_. nothing to do
with the way they're built.
It's called boredom. And it has

cars s mply are not built to
ppriorm in such a way that driving
becomes an end — not merely a

\"\Thd“\h: ultimate good sense
— with all its efficiency and practi-
calit 30i not only mpli-

routine ser
tuning, and pinp

ssible problems
| BMW automo

electronic
at BMW ele
ins| 'Dctmnc have n»-wrbeen

precrse.

BMW service and original spare
parts are available coast to coast in
the United States — and in over 100
countri ound the world.




Four-spoke, padded steering wheel with center safety impact Telescoping safely-type steering wheel ‘column and steering gear
pad and four horn contacts. located in “'safe” zones, outside the crush zone.

BMW door lock with spherical tumbler and safety wedges — eliminates
accidental opening during collisions.

Large four-function tail-light ensures car’s visibilily at great distances.

Tool box with small spare parts is tucked neatly under the trunk lid



Technical Data BMW 530i

Dimensions
and Weights

Torsionally stilf and rigid salo
crush zones front and rear, 4-
bly rei
L

passenger compartment with
oor sedan welded 1o floor panel
and

5!

Length: 180.0%. Width: 67.2". Hoight (unlnudndl 55.97.
Wheelbase: 103.87. Track front: Sg : 57.5", Turning Circle
Din.: 34.0". Front Door Cutoutn: 39.4”, wma Rear Door

Culouts: 34.3%, Wido Fronl Soparale Seals: 2.4, Wido

profile bars.

Rear Bench Seat: 54.3%. Width at Shoulder Height: Front 54.3%,
Rear: 54.17, Trunk Capacity Approx.: 21.9 cu. N., Fuel Tank
Capacily Approx.: 18.5U.5. gals. including 1.9 U.S. gals. reserve.

GvwR 4340 Ibs.
GAWR Front 2180 Ibs,
Ronr 2270 b,
Sorvico Lond 900 Iba.

Engine,

Six-cylinder four-stroke in-line ongine, triple hemispherical
swirl-action combustion chambaers with volume concentration

Gearbox
a l.lanual trnnsmnssmn 4-speed with synchromesh

effect around the spark plug, transverse flow principle,
Power’ overhead camshalt with four main bearings, parallel-displaced .2 2?3 'I'i!orll gmpe% L?&U S,;uﬁomuﬁm is
Trans- inclined overhead valves in V-arrangemant, duplex roller chain B A‘””'““"‘ LERApEES
drive. vibration damped, crankshaft with seven main bearings optional equipme 1. 1.000 R. 2000
mission and 12 balance weights, torsion vibration damping. 1.2478 1. 1.478
4] :Nﬁltl.'lrcooleidl vlmlh HI;I;‘ﬂmﬂlll !brnnlmﬂg pressure oil circulation, final drive ratio: 3.64:1 (hypoid gears)
ull-fiow oil filter with regulation valve.
Performance e 2;:“ o Maximum speed: 124 mph. (Automatic 120 mph.) =
stoe | 3150 i =i e Acceleration from 0 1o 60 mph.: 9.0 sec. (Manual lransmiss|
Bore 3504 in, Regular gasoline: 91 RON
vanr 176 hp (SAE net) at 5500 rpm
Torqus 1851, ID (SAE) ol 4500 rpm
Cumprzss\un Ratio 8.1:1
L-Jetronic fuel injection and thermal reactor with air injection.
Ignition distributor with vacuum retard and centrifugal advance,
12 Volt, 770 Walt three phase currenl alternator, battery 12 Voli,
55 Amp hrs.
chassls a"d Front wheel suspension: individual wheel suspension on teles-  Dual twin-circuit 4-disc braking system with servo unit.
coping slaggered Ir.-% (staggered trailing eflect )with helical Front: 4-piston fixed-caliper disc brakes with automatic
Brakes springs and lorsion adjustment.

Rear wheel suspension: individual wheel susponsion with
rubber-mounted, wishbones, lelescoping pre-loaded legs with
helical springs. torsion bar.

ZF-hydraulic power-assisted steering system, three-part track
rod, overall ratio 16.9:1.

Steel fims: 6 J x 14 H2-B
Steel Belhed Tires: 195/70 HR 14

Rear: fixed-caliper disc brakes with automatic adjustment and
additional pressure regulating device, diameter 10.7°.

Mechanically operated handbrake, additional duo-servo drum
brake diameler 6.3 with sell-senang shoes, acting on rear whoels.,

Equipment

Exterior: Energy-absorbing bumpers with rubber moldings,
braced against hydraulic shock absorbers. Twin headlights
(automatically switched oll with ignition), two back-up lighta,
rear window delroster. Carpeled luggage compartment.
Lockable luel tank cap. Cavity seal, undercoaling.

Heating and Ventilaling: Waler-controlled fresh air heater
features, low-noise J-spood blower, instant warm air response,
easily adjustable temperalure selting lor passenger compartiment.
Defroster jets for windshield and side windows. Fresh air intake
through swivel nozzles mounted on dashboard, individually
adjustable for right and loft flow. Air exhaust through vents on
rear roof supports. llluminated healing diagram.

Imerior: Reclining molded Iront seals, driver's seat with adjust-
able height and inclination, armrests on doors wilh integrated
hand grips in tront. Hand grips suspended from rool wit
clothes hooks. Rear individually molded back rests with center
fold-down armresl. Automalic seatbells leha:l |n|n front door
post, thioe-point st
rear. Headrests with adjustablo hmuhl and mclmu!mn in 1rnnl
Telescopic (axially adjusiable) steering whoel column,

lour-spoke padded steering wheel with saloly impact

pad and lour horn contacts. Door locks with salely wedges,
childprool saloty locks on roar doors. Storage in lockablo

{and lightad) glove compartment, folding pouches but ntn front
doors.and back ol front seats. Anti- -glare roarviow mil large
ashiray in lront, two ashirays in rear. Full corpeting, :Inlh or
leatherelie upholstery.

Instruments, Controls, Lighting: Instrument panel features
specdometer; odomeler and tnp mileage recorder; tachomater;
fucl and lomperature gauges: warning lighfs for fuel reserve,

oil pressure, hand brake, heated rear window, generalor and
brake fluid lovel. Orange-tinted. non-glare lighting of instrument
panel has brightness conlrol. Control Irom steering column of
high-beams and headligh! flashers; windshield wiper/washer
systom with inlermittent operation and two-speed wiper.
Cigarette lighter and quanz clock on dashboard. Interior
ligthing controlled by four door-mounted contacts. Warning light
for “Fasten Scat Bells,” reactor and EGR service. Wood molded
central console. Trunk companment lights, 100l box in trunk
compartmont lid, storage space right and left

Optional
Equipment

A wi d shilt indicator panel,
steel shiding sunrool (manually or electrically operated),
electric windows fully rotracynq front and rear, leather upholstery,
rear compariment heating at loot level, radios, rear headrests,
metallic paints, light alloy nms 6, limited slip dilterential,

second exterior mirror, oulside mirror electrically adjustable from
within for left side, sport slcering wheel 380 mm diameter, alr
conditioning with tinted glass all around, linted glass all around,
special tool kil in flap of luggage compartment lid.

Alterations in models

GVWA - gross vehicle woight rating
GAWR = gross axlo weight rating

. Slandard and

optional equipment, as descnbed
in the text and illustrations,

may occur

Precise information should be
obtained Irom your BMW

distributor or importer.

The ultimate driving machine
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